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Candle Lighting Times 

   

 October 15, 2021……………………...5:52pm 
 October 22, 2021……………………….5:42pm 
 October 29, 2021……………………….5:32pm 

 

Friday Evening Services 
  
 October 15, 2021………….7:30pm 
 October 22, 2021………….7:30pm 

 October 29, 2021………….7:30pm 
  

Shabbat Morning Services - 9:30am 
  

       Saturday services are also in-person 

 

 October 16, 2021 

 Torah portion of the week…..Lech-Lecha 

 Genesis 12:1-17:27 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..Isaiah 

 40:27-41:16 

 

 October 23, 2021 

 Torah portion of the week…..Vayyera 

 Genesis 18:1-22:2 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..III Kings 

 4:1-37 

 

  

    Join us for Shabbat Services 

Via Zoom - Saturday mornings  - 9:30 AM 

 

     

 

 

BUILDING A SOLID FOUNDATION WHILE  

BUILDING CHARACTER 

 

By 

 

Rabbi Jenny Steinberg-Kuvin, JD 

 

“Watch your thoughts, they become words; 
watch your words, they become your actions; 
watch your actions, they become your habits; 

watch your habits, they become your character; 
watch your character, for it becomes your destiny.” 

-Lao Tzu 

 
“Character is a person's only real possession.” 

-Rabbi Israel Salanter (1810-1883) 

 

What have you built in your life? What has 

lasted? And, what has wasted away?  

 
Looking at the relationships and creations of 

your world, introspection is important. One might ar-

gue, our sole purpose on our journey is to grow as an 

individual, expanding our purpose to include generosity 

and compassion for others. We move during our youth 

from the selfish pursuit of material success, and jour-

ney forward, realizing that these pursuits fail to fill the 

“well” inside our hearts and souls. It is then that we 

reach out to others. At this point, our world expands 

into an overflow of abundance beyond anything we 

could ever imagine. 

 

No character more exemplifies this journey 

than Abram. This week in Torah we travel with Abram 

as he leaves his father’s home and his father’s values 

to pursue his own vision. He encounters rulers who 

subjugate only after taking his wife, without Abram’s 

disagreement and his display of a lack of strength of 

character. Further along on his journey, Abram’s 

cousin Lot and his family head to place of danger. 

Abram acts differently in this later situation by choos-

ing to turn back with an army to save Lot.  
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The journey of Abram to Abraham has many 

twists and turns. These stops on Abram’s Hero Jour-

ney beg the question, “Why build without building 

character?” To live a fulfilled life, one in which we 

are connected to purpose, we must learn to take into 

consideration the following: all of our thoughts and 

actions and the implication each has on our future 

self, as well as the contribution we can make to 

those in the world around us.  

 
Does Abram want to turn back to save Lot 

and the others? It doesn’t matter. What does matter 

is that he does turn back. In doing so, Abram builds 

his character in thinking of others instead of only 

himself. This character creates a strong foundation 

for the future of his children and our people.  

 
Torah is a great teacher and it continues to 

show us through its journeys how to live a fuller and 

richer life. We can build our life on the solid founda-

tion when it is done in conjunction with building 

character.  

 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

 In a booked named “Stay” - “Four Pillars For 

Living Life and Finishing Well”  Lightways Hospice 

(formerly Joliet Area Community Hospice)  Chaplain 

Jim McGuire discusses asking for help.  He states 

that “people who have lived with relatively few set-

backs often are surprised when confronted by over-

whelming loss.” 

 

 Loss can be of several types; Loss of job, 

loved one, family, health, or as we have all just ex-

perienced, loss of our way of life as we have known 

it.  The recent and current pandemic has shaken us 

to our core.  We may have lost family and friends, 

some have lost jobs, but all of us have lost our per-

sonal freedom to some extent.  From masks to social 

distancing to quarantining, we’ve lost some free-

doms.  Prior to the pandemic we could go places 

almost as we pleased; vacations, trips, shopping, 

restaurants, movies, plays, opera, etc.  And then 

there were shutdowns and now we have to judge if 

we want and/or need to venture to some of these 

areas. 

 

 Some of us, many of us, may need some 

type of help to get through this cycle and those in 

the future, but will we reach out for help?  Will we 

ask for help or will our pride stop us?  We need to 

look within ourselves, and acknowledge that we 

need and are willing to accept help.  There are many 

providers that can help and we have a rabbi, Rabbi 

Jenny, who is qualified and experienced in helping 

and counseling and/or direct you to area providers.  

Asking for help cannot only provide solace but can 

reduce stress that can adversely affect our health 

and well being. 

 

 So ask and be willing to accept help if you 

need it.  Asking for help is not a weakness, rather it’s 

an acknowledgement that you recognize your limits 

and that you want to live a better and more peaceful 

life. 

    Mark Turk 

 

 

 

 

Please join us or Lunch & Learn as Rabbi Rubovits 

leads the discussion on Thursdays at Noon unless 

otherwise stated. Bring your own dairy sandwich un-

less otherwise announced.  We’ll provide water, chips 

& dessert.  Attendees should be fully masked.  You 

can still participate via Zoom.   

 

 

 

HADASSAH BOOK CLUB 
 Thank you to Myra for a lively discussion of 

Steph J. Dubner’s book, Turbulent Souls. Thanks to 

Monica Wendy for running the Zoom and ordering 

several extra copies!  Keep those numbers handy, 

we'll be using them again on Tuesday, Dec. 7th 

when we discuss All the Light We Cannot See by 

Anthony Doerr. Louise Freeman has volunteered to 

lead this discussion. 

   This novel won both the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction 

and the Andrew Carnegie Medal for Excellence in 

Fiction in 2015. It is set in occupied France during 

WWII centering on a blind French girl and a German 

boy whose paths eventually cross.  It's over 500 pag-

es so, we have plenty of time to read it!      

 
 Condolences to Fred & Jeanne Lewin on the 

recent passing of Fred’s father, Mr. Robert Lewin. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with you at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

GIFT SHOP 
 Shop our gift shop.  New items have arrived, 

come check them out! Shop for you, for a gift, or for 

a special occasion.  

 Contact Jan at 630-531-7885 or Beth during 

office hours M-F from 11 AM-3PM.  Cash and checks 

only.  



BAKERY BOOTH 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 
It’s time to start looking for 

great recipes for the Bakery 

Booth at the Spaghetti Dinner 

on Sunday, November 7th. 

 

We are in need of 2L bottles 

of pop (Coke, Pepsi, & 7-Up, 

etc.) for the annual Spaghet-

ti Dinner.  They can be left in 

the Social Hall or the office.  

We need both regular and 

diet pop.  Thanks! 

 

 

 
 

 

The Spaghetti Dinner Silent Auction is Sunday, No-

vember 7th.  

 Do you know local merchants who would 

donate items or services for this event?  Would you 

be interested in donating something for the silent 

auction? 

 Any new or gently used items that can stand 

alone or be put into a gift basket with other items 

are essential: gift certificates from hair salons, muse-

ums, restaurants, spas, florists...gift baskets with 

specific themes, candles, pet items, home décor, 

electronics, sports items, tickets to sporting events, 

autographed goods, and the like. 

 Items may be dropped off at the office.  

Please remember to put your name and amount item 

is worth on the donation.  

 Any questions please contact the office (815) 

741-4600.  Thank you for supporting our synagogue 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS ELECTION 

 A copy of the ballot for candidates for the 

Board of Directors is included in the newsletter.  

There are currently 2 positions open.  So please con-

sider volunteering to fill those positions. 

COVID-19 REQUIREMENTS:   

 

ALL PERSONS ENTERING THE  

SYNAGOGUE REGARDLESS OF 

 VACCINATION STATUS 

MUST WEAR A MASK. 

 

THIS POLICY IS SUBJECT TO ANY NEW 

STATE OR LOCAL REGULATORY CHANGES 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 

 Fall is approaching so how about a great 

brisket recipe from Shirley Fish, of Blessed Memory.   

 Shirley was an outstanding congregant, edu-

cator, life-long learner, wife, mother, grandmother, 

and a wonderful cook.  So try her recipe and enjoy it 

and think of Shirley with every wonderful mouthful. 

A HEALTHY JEW IS A HAPPY JEW 
Join us for a fun, informative and challenging 8-week 

class presented by Dr. Monica Wendy Swire.   Dates 

and times are listed on the calendar. RSVP to:  

jolietjewish1@gmail.com. See attached flyer for more 

information. 



 

Yahrzeits 

 
(Week of October 10-16) 

Linda Rudman 4 Cheshvan      October 10 

Lea Stuhr  5 Cheshvan      October 11 

Judy Krockey  7 Cheshvan      October 13 

Rose Delrose      7 Cheshvan      October 13 

Nancy Malmfeldt 7 Cheshvan      October 13 

Martin Stone  9 Cheshvan      October 15 

Naomi Hershman     10 Cheshvan    October 16 

 

(Week of October 17-23) 

Dr. Oscar Krieger 11 Cheshvan October 17 

Dr. Gary Trager 12 Cheshvan October 18 

Dianne Parker  14 Cheshvan October 20 

Mark Reiner  15 Cheshvan October 21 

 

(Week of October 24-30) 

Linda Rudman 20 Cheshvan October 26 

Judy Krockey  20 Cheshvan October 26 

Mark Reiner  21 Cheshvan October 27 

Kay Resis  21 Cheshvan October 27 

Michael Freeman 22 Cheshvan October 28 

Bea Scholar  23 Cheshvan October 29 

William Kaplan 23 Cheshvan October 29 

Robert Freeman 23 Cheshvan October 29 

Bernard Pollock 24 Cheshvan October 30 

Howard Pollock 24 Cheshvan October 30 

 

 The Yahrzeit light is lit on the evening before 

the date noted above. 

         Yahrzeit lights will be lit on our Memorial Tab-

lets in memory of: 

 

 Week of October 10-16:  Mrs. Belle Gor-

don, David B. Eisenberg, Mrs. Florence Schul-

man, Joseph W. Mesirow, Mark Ordman, Mau-

rice Berlinsky, Mrs. Rose E. Lipsey, Miss Lillian 

Fisher, Mrs. Mary Feitell, Sammy Berk, Philip 

Sohn, Mrs. Sylvia Bonn 

 

 Week of October 17-23:  Mrs. Judith 

Lipshitz, Max Goldberg, Hyman Fish 

 

 Week of October 24-30:  Jacob 

Sohn, Rebecca Greenberg, Sol C. Krockey, 

Benjamin B. Gordon, Samuel Field, Jacob 

Freeman, Robert Grossman, Edward S. 

Sanders, Alison D. Kaplan, Florence Free-

man, Albert Rudman, Norman Scholar, 

Philip German, Irwin Pollock 

 

    

 

 

Hattie & Harry  Brown Funds 
 

Recovery 

 None 

 

Happy Day 

 None 

 

Memorial   

 None 

 

   BOARD MEMBERS WANTED 
 Want to give back to your synagogue?  Apply 

to be a Board member.  Contribute your time and tal-

ents to help your congregation thrive. 

 If you are interested, please call President 

Mark Turk, 815-922-4065, for a copy of what is ex-

pected of a Board member. 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIP 
A new order form will be included in the next newslet-

ter.  Thank you to all who participate in this program 

 

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS 
     Joliet Jewish Congregation 

collects inkjet cartridges & cell 

phones to recycle.  Please drop 

them off at the office.   

          

     We also have a newspaper 

recycling container at the Camp-

bell St. entrance. 

 

HELP THE JOLIET NOON LIONS 
       Please bring in pop top tabs, old 

keys, used glasses & hearing aids 

and leave in the office.  

       Help the Lions help those in  

need. 
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Please support the following advertisers—For more information please call (815) 741-4600 

Kipco Restaurants  Robert  Freeman 

4010 West 211th Street Ben Freeman 
Matteson, IL 60443  Owner/Operator 
Office 708.964.2196 
Fax 708.964.2913 
robert.freeman@partners.mcd.com 

 
 

To advertise here 
contact the office 

815-741-4600 
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