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Candle Lighting Times 

   

 December 18, 2020………………….4:06pm 
 December 25, 2020………………….4:10pm 
 January 1, 2021……………………….4:13pm 
          

Friday Evening Services—7:30 PM 

 

December 18, 19, 25 & 26 

Zoom Only 

No In-Person Services 
    

Shabbat Morning Services - 9:30am 
  

 December 19, 2020 

 Torah portion of the week…..Miketz 

 Genesis 41:1-44:17, Numbers 28:9-15 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..I Kings 

 3:15-4:1 

 

 December 26, 2020 

 Torah portion of the week…..Vayyigash 

 Genesis 44:18-47:27 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..Ezekiel 

 37:15-28 

 

  

    Join us for Shabbat Services 

Via Zoom on Friday evenings  - 7:30 PM 

& Saturday mornings  - 9:30 AM 

 

     

 

 

From the Rabbi’s Study 
 

LET GENEROSITY GUIDE YOU 
 

By Rabbi Jenny 

   
“but go ye; carry corn for the famine of your houses.”  

Genesis 42:19 

 
 As we approach the end of the year, I am truly 

amazed at the resilience and generosity of our commu-

nity. Not only have we flown through the COVID crisis 

stronger together, but we have done so with a gener-

ous spirit. It takes courage and humility to be gener-

ous in times of pain or heartache. As challenging as it 

may be, generosity remains the quickest healer of the 

heart. When we give to others we become whole. 

 

“A giving self is never a fragmented self.” –Rabbi Jo-

seph Gelberman 

  

 This week in Torah a famine has taken over 

the land. Joseph, now right hand to the Pharoah, who 

had the vision to predict the famine was able to put 

away plenty of rations for all.  His brothers, who do 

not recognize Joseph and who betrayed him many 

years ago approach Joseph for food and supplies. It 

would be easy for Joseph to feed into his heartache 

and resentment for his brothers and deny them food; 

just as it is easy for all of us to hold a grudge. The far 

more challenging and soulful choice is to set aside the 

emotions to see the bigger picture.  

 

What is the bigger picture? Well…Joseph’s fa-

ther is also starving, along with the children and wives, 

and Joseph does not deny them the food. When his 

brother’s return to see him and he reveals himself to 

them, it is his generosity that allows healing between 

them to take place. Joseph has the gift of vision, and 

he realizes in some deep way that if he had never 

been brutally sent away, they would all not have food 

for this terrible famine. Joseph can feel in his soul that 

his life journey filled with adventure and color was set 

into motion by his brothers.  
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 How are we challenged daily to be more gen-

erous? Where are we holding onto anger for others 

and withholding our gifts of plenty? Where do we 

blame those in our past for decisions, the very deci-

sions that brought us to who we are today? It is time 

to let go. It is time to heal. We can see the big picture 

and give freely of what we have learned and earned. 

 

  During COVID when we feel robbed of our 

time with our families and intimacy, I propose contin-

uing to use generosity as a tool for healing. With the 

vaccine on the near horizon and the light beginning to 

show, we must continue to give of ourselves more to 

those around us. Sharing our ideas and our laughter 

we will continue to come together, heal our hearts, 

and live abundantly, like Joseph.  

 

          PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Hanukkah is waning but I’m still hearing Ha-

nukkah music on NPR.  Hanukkah weekend was the 

great latke/hamantashen debate.  Over 80 people on 

Zoom, but sadly only a very few of us from JJC on.  

The debate, meant to be enjoyable was lively and 

inspirational. 

 

Inspiration and encouragement, isn’t that 

what some of Hanukkah is about?  A small dedicated 

force for good, defeating a large force for bad.  G-d 

inspires, and encourages, and supports us if we strive 

toward goodness and climb toward the moral high 

ground. 

 

A new calendar year is soon upon us, so how 

about if we take the Hanukkah inspiration and en-

couragement to heart and work harder to be kinder 

and respectful to each other, help those in need, and 

support our synagogue and its officers.  Together we 

will successful defeat our challenges and become a 

better, more cohesive, more successful congregation. 

 

Remember, “every great achievement was 

once impossible.” 

    Mark Turk 

 

 DAYBREAK FEEDING 
Due to Covid, Daybreak would not permit us 

to prepare the dinner at home, we couldn’t cook it in 

the Temple, and they wouldn’t allow us to prepare it 

there.  Based on the situation our only option was to 

find a licensed caterer.  Cutting Edge will prepare the 

meal, Celeste & I will pick it up and deliver it.  Day-

break staffers and clients will reheat and serve it and 

the Welfare Chest will reimburse the Temple for the 

entire cost.  Thus, we are still performing our mitzvah 

of relieving a Christian church, and the residents will 

enjoy a complete turkey dinner. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hadassah book club will meet on Monday, Janu-

ary 4, 2021 on Zoom.   The selection to be discussed 

is True Colors by Kristin Hannah  The novel is about  

jealousy between sisters, betrayal, passion, and for-

giveness.  It is available at the library and as an e-

book.  For those who want to read ahead, the next 

selection is The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek 

by Kim Michel Richardson. 

 

 

 

 

Lunch & Learn has resumed via Zoom, but now it’s 

lunch-less. Please join us as Rabbi Rubovits leads the 

discussion.  Meeting information is sent by email. 

HADASSAH DONOR LUNCHEON 
     The annual Hadassah Donor 

Luncheon has been postponed.  

We will notify everyone when a 

new date is selected. 

 

ZOOM BINGO 
Join us on selected Saturday evenings 

at 7:30 PM for Shelter in Place Bingo 

via Zoom.  Sign in info will be emailed 

to members. The next Bingo is sched-

uled for January 16, 2021. 

 
BOARD NEWS 

 Congratulations to your new Board Officers 

for 2020-2021: 

 

 Financial Clerk—David Raab 

 Secretary—Kimberly Floss 

 Treasurer—James Kaplan 

 Vice-President—Janet Stone 

 President—Mark Turk 

  

 Welcome to new Board member—Dr. Monica 

Wendy Swire. 

 

 We thank retiring Board member, Robin Eng-

lish, for all her may years of hard work and diligent 

service. 

 William Kaplan returns to immediate Past 

President and we thank him for his time as Vice-

President and for his service and insight. 

 



 OBSERVATIONS ON ZOOM 
 A while ago Zoom Etiquette was published 

and has assisted in improving the Zoom experience.  

However, in my observation, there is still room for 

improvement. 

 Please remember that as long as your audio 

is on, every comment, phone calls, pets barking, 

movement of your device from its original placement, 

TVs in the background, even noises from other 

rooms, causes the others on Zoom to hear that noise. 

 Let’s try to remember that if we need to take 

a phone call, all that is needed is to mute oneself, and 

turn off the video portion, too, if needed.  The host of 

Zoom can proceed with whatever the program might 

be, without any external distractions and extra 

sounds.   

     Mark Turk 

 

RECIPE OF THE MONTH 
 As a practice we Jews don’t celebrate Christ-

mas, but I’m sure that some families that are blended 

with more than one religion in the household, possibly 

celebrate both. 

 Either way, Hanukkah or Christmas, “Ho Ho” 

may still be appropriate; such this month the recipe is 

Bettie Berest of Blessed Memory’s “Ho Ho Cake”. 

 Bettie was a loyal congregant, teacher, great 

wife, mother, and grandmother, and a great friend to 

many. 

 Try Bettie’s cake and enjoy the dessert’s 

sweetness but also think of Bettie’s twinkle in her eye 

when she served it. 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SABBATH SERVICES 
 Usher to ensure social distancing, distribute 

disposable masks, yarmulkes.  Disinfect prayer books 

and wipe down seating area after services.  Different 

shifts available.  Sorry, no pay, but you help keep us 

all safer.  Please contact the office if you are interest-

ed in helping.  Thank you. 

 

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS 
 Joliet Jewish Congregation 

collects inkjet/laser cartridges & cell  

phones to recycle.  Please drop them 

off at the office.   

 We also have a newspaper 

recycling container at the Campbell St. 

entrance 

    
 

HELP THE JOLIET NOON LIONS 
 Please bring in pop top tabs, 

old keys, used glasses and hearing 

aids and leave in the office.  Help the 

Lions help those in need.  Thanks! 

  

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIP 
A new order will be included in the next newsletter. .  

Thank you to all who participate in this program. 

 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 
 
Want to give back to your 
synagogue?  Apply to be 
a Board member. 
 
Contribute your time and 
talents to help your con-
gregation thrive. 
 
If you are interested, 
please call President Mark 
Turk (815) 922-4065 for a 
copy of what is expected 
of a Board member. 



Yahrzeits 

 

(Week of December 13-19) 

Mark Horwitz  2 Tevet  December 17 

Roselyn Horwitz 2 Tevet  December 17 

Mark Turk  2 Tevet  December 17 

Howard Pollock 4 Tevet  December 19 

Bernard Pollock 4 Tevet  December 19 

 

(Week of December 20-26) 

None 

 

(Week of December 27-January 2) 

None 

  

 The Yahrzeit light is lit on the evening before 

the date noted above. 

         Yahrzeit lights will be lit on our Memorial Tab-

lets in memory of: 

 

 Week of December 13-19:  Mrs. Miriam 

Brown, Samuel Rosen, Norma Eisen, Louis 

Cohn, Gwen Schreibman, Mrs. Sarah Fish, Mrs. 

Samuel Rosen, Mrs. Hattie Brown, Morris Hor-

witz, Alfred A. Hirsch, William Fisher, Katherine 

Cobin, Esther Pollock, Mrs. Jennie Slack 

 

 Week of December 20-26:  Louis e. 

Moss, Dr. Samuel Klein, Sam Paul Freeman, 

Martin Aronowitz 

 

 Week of December 27-January 2:  Harry 

Festenstein, Mrs. Etta Aronson, William 

Melcher, Carl Sohn, Dr. George F. Glaser, Lena 

Maddis, Harry W. Sanders, Morris Fisher, Mrs. 

Rose Lewis, Mrs. Sarah Press 

 

          

 

 Hattie & Harry  Brown Funds 
 

Recovery 

 None 

 

Happy Day 

 

 None 

 

Memorial   

 

 None 

 
     

METROPOLITAN CHICAGO  

JEWISH POPULATION STUDY    
 

 Every ten years, a study is conducted in the 

Chicagoland area to learn about the size and charac-

teristics of our Jewish community.  The goal of the 

study is to learn more about the characteristics, atti-

tudes, and needs of community members to inform 

future programming and planning.  NORC at the Uni-

versity of Chicago, in partnership with Brandeis Uni-

versity, is conducting the study, which is sponsored 

by the Jewish United Fund (JUF). 

 You may already have received a letter, 

email, and/or a phone call from NORC at the Universi-

ty of Chicago asking for your participation in this sur-

vey.  If not, you may receive one in the coming 

weeks.  If you are contacted by phone, the Caller ID 

will say “NORC U CHICAGO.”  Any letter you receive 

about this will come for NORC at the University of 

Chicago.  Email message will come from 

mcjps@norc.org.  Please check spam folders for invi-

tations you might have missed. 

 If you are invited, we encourage you to com-

plete the survey and represent the entire Jewish pop-

ulation of the Chicagoland area.  Because this is a 

scientific survey, only a sample of community mem-

bers are invited to participate. 

 If you have any questions about the study, 

please contact David Rubovits at the Jewish United 

Fund (DavidRubovits@juf.org). 
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Kipco Restaurants  Robert  Freeman 

4010 West 211th Street Ben Freeman 
Matteson, IL 60443  Owner/Operator 
Office 708.964.2196 
Fax 708.964.2913 
robert.freeman@partners.mcd.com 

 
 

To advertise here 
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815-741-4600 
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