
JOLIET JEWISH CONGREGATION 
     The Jewish Bulletin 

 
      

 
Candle Lighting Times 

  

 November 6, 2020………………… ..4:22pm 
 November 13, 2020………………… 4:15pm 
 November 20, 2020………………….4:10pm 
          

Friday Evening Services 

 

 November 6, 2020……………...7:00pm 
 November 13, 2020…………….7:30pm 
 November 20, 2020…………….7:30pm 

 

Shabbat Morning Services - 9:30am 
   

 November 7, 2020 

 Torah portion of the week…..Vayyera 

 Genesis 18:1-22:24 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..II Kings 

 4:1-37 

 

 November 14, 2020 

 Torah portion of the week…..Chayei Sara 

 Genesis 23:1-25:18 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..I Kings 

 1:1-31 

 

 Join us for Shabbat Services 

Via Zoom on Friday evenings  - 7:30 PM 

& Saturday mornings  - 9:30 AM 

 

 November 6th & 7th Zoom Only 

No In-Person Services 
    

 

 

From the Rabbi’s Study 
 

IDOL REDEFINED 
 

By Rabbi Jenny Steinberg Kuvin, JD 
 
 

“So Abram went…” –Genesis 1:4 
 

The Webster’s Dictionary defines an idol as an 

image or representation of a god used as an object of 

worship. This led me to ask the Question: What do you 

worship? Love, Family, Kindness and Hope? Or do you 

worship…Money, Judgment, Fear, Low Self esteem, 

Doubt, Drama, Hysteria and Negativity? 

 

This week in Torah Abram leaves the idols of 

his father, listening to the voice of God, and makes his 

way to a new life. Without this brave choice we would 

not be here. Where in our own life are we being called 

to leave behind the idols of our fore fathers and move 

forward into a new world of tolerance, kindness, abun-

dance, and faith 

 

  I propose a new definition of idol. An idol is 

any idea, belief, or attachment that blocks out the in-

ner voice of God. Abram was willing to listen to the 

voice of God and release the distractions and attach-

ments of his tribe. Are we willing to do this? How many 

times a week do we hear our inner quiet voice telling 

us something and then the outside noise takes over. 

The idols of fear, the past, our tribal beliefs take over 

and we ignore the urge to shift and change.  

 

 What do you worship?  

  

 How often do you find it difficult to believe in a 

hopeful future because of a painful past? 

 

This week I was confronted for the first time in 

many years with blatant anti-Semitism. As I walked 

into the shul and noticed the hate filled flyers I knew I 

had a choice. Was I going to worship love or fear? Was 

I going to move backward into the fear of my ances-
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tors and isolate, or was I going to continue 

reaching out in faith, worshipping the new values of 

cooperation, community and compassion. I had a 

meeting later that same morning with the Episcopal 

Reverend from next door.  Was I going to cancel? 

Was I going to sink backwards in fear.  Absolutely 

not. 

 

   I have built my life as a Jewish Woman and 

Rabbi on the ideas of hope, tolerance, and unity. Was 

I tempted? Did I hear the voices of my grandparents 

so afraid of the past. Yes. I heard them. But I made a 

new choice. To worship faith and trust and keep the 

meeting. In this meeting we shared so many wonder-

ful ideas about creating mutual platforms between 

our Communities and the Muslim Community. We cre-

ated a mutual bond of intolerance of hatred and 

forged an intention of cooperation and community for 

both of our houses of worship. The beginning of a 

new friendship. 

 

By redefining the word idol it is my hope that 

we all as a congregation become aware of all the 

ways we stay attached to old limiting ideas and be-

liefs of the past and let those beliefs keep us from 

hearing the still quiet voice of God, whispering it is 

time for something new. A new world with an abun-

dant future based on Love. There is a way to honor 

our Jewish Faith and not live in fear. We can be cau-

tious and objective. We can stay in the present mo-

ment and have faith in humanity and the new minds 

and hearts of today. We can be aware of the risks of 

our life but not get lost in a sea of paranoia and des-

pair. For to be Jewish is to be fully alive, fully present, 

and fully open to learning. We must worship the val-

ues of love, tolerance, and kindness of Torah. Keep-

ing our minds and hearts open we walk forward like 

Abram into a new prosperous time with riches of 

brotherhood and sisterhood we never could imagine 

before. 

 

          PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
One of the characteristics of life is change.  

Nothing stays the same and we, the world, and life 

constantly changes.  That coming from someone who 

doesn’t easily embrace change is interesting. 

 

We are witnessing change now in our syna-

gogue.  Our beloved Rabbi, Charles Rubovits is retir-

ing.  We thank him for his service, his insight, and his 

inspiration and we thank his family for sharing him 

with us for the last 12 years. 

 

 We welcome our new Rabbi, Jenny Kuvin who 

comes to us with great plans to build on our past and, 

like the Israelites, help us transform into the new 

world.  How appropriate, following the pandemic 

when it subsides, the world it leaves us to occupy will 

indeed be new and one of many changes. 

 

 Rabbi Kuvin brings great strengths in educa-

tion, music, has a law degree, and has great experi-

ence in counseling both dealing with substance abuse 

and physical abuse.  Rabbi Kuvin has great insight in 

spirituality and in on-line teaching.  She loves chil-

dren, she loves teaching, and she enjoys building re-

lationships and inspiring personal growth.   

 

 Rabbi Kuvin intends to offer a wide range of 

programming and outreach and involving us even 

more deeply in our community and our world. 

 As I’ve stated before, rabbis appreciate sup-

port, the more support the better the result.  Our re-

sponsibility as congregants is to involve ourselves as 

much as possible in her services, her programs and 

classes, and being as supportive as possible. 

 We welcome Rabbi Jenny and her family into 

the Joliet Jewish Congregation family.  Together we 

will learn and prosper into this new world into which 

we are about to enter.  

                   Mark Turk

 

 

  

 

      

Lunch & Learn has resumed via Zoom, but now it’s 

lunch-less. Please join us as Rabbi Rubovits leads the 

discussion.  Meeting information is sent by email.   

 

NOTES 
We need your eyes and ears.  If you know a congre-

gant is ill, in the hospital, or a nursing home, please 

let the office know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hadassah book club will meet at the home of Lin-

da Trager, date to be chosen later. The selection to 

be discussed is Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia 

Owens.  The book is about Kaya, a wild and unkempt 

girl that follows the ups and downs of her life.  Her 

story is a hopeful one as well.  It is available at the 

library and as an e-book. 



NOTE FROM RABBI RUBOVITS 
 

As I write this article it is November 2, the day before 

Election Day, and a few thoughts come to my mind.  

Who was the first candidate for President you voted 

for?  My answer would be Eisenhower although I real-

ly don’t remember much about the politicking.  I only 

remember the enormous voting machine with hun-

dreds of names over the small levers and the huge 

curtain that enclosed you when you moved the main 

lever.  As I’ve grown older, I find I am much less tol-

erant of the efforts made by the candidates to garner 

my vote whether local, state, or federal.  The total 

money spent by all the candidates to get themselves 

elected would easily pay for repaving a large portion 

of Interstate 55 from Chicago to St. Louis.  (O.K., 

maybe that’s an exaggeration but it sure seems possi-

ble.)  Nov. 3rd can’t come soon enough! 

 
Rabbi Kuvin seems to have settled in to her new posi-

tion quite nicely and I am very pleased the transfer of 

religious leadership has gone so smoothly.  She has a 

whole suitcase full of programs and ideas that will 

boost our interest and enthusiasm in the Temple and 

in Judaism.  All we have to do is make the effort to 

join with her. 

 

The Corona pandemic has had a huge effect on all of 

us and the predictions are that it will continue to dog 

our daily routines for months to come.  It just goes to 

prove that even though the human being is a tough 

animal, we can be brought down by a microscopic, 

single cell creature. 

 
Yes, it is true, my retirement as your rabbi is now offi-

cial.  It is very hard for me to believe that I have 

worked at one job or another for 66+ years and I 

admit that I am a bit lost knowing I really don’t need 

to go into my office at the Temple.  Michelle contin-

ues to be very patient with my being under foot at 

home but we both know that will not last too much 

longer and I’ll get involved with a project or two so 

that I’m not in her way. 

 

Mr. Turk advised me the other day that the Temple 

Board has honored me with the title Rabbi Emeritus 

for which I am humbled and most honored.  My sin-

cere thanks to all the Board Members and all the 

Temple membership for your support and your in-

volvement in the synagogue.  I am very proud of 

each and every one of you and I am confident that 

Rabbi Kuvin will not only carry on our fine tradition 

and will take the Temple to new and exciting heights.  

Thank you again. 

 
Please know that this is not the last time you’ll hear 

from me.  Retirement means I no longer “punch the 

clock” but we are not going anywhere.  Lunch & 

Learn is still active and I’m happy to lead it.  Join us 

for an hour of Torah study on Zoom every Thursday 

at noon.  (Sorry, for now you’ll have to make your 

own lunch). 

 
Rabbi Rubovits 

 
  ZOOM BINGO 

Join us on Saturday evenings at 

7:30 PM for Shelter in Place Bingo 

via Zoom.  Sign in info will be 

emailed to members. The next Bin-

go is scheduled for November 7th 

 

HADASSAH DONOR LUNCHEON 
     The annual Hadassah Donor 

Luncheon has been postponed.  We 

will notify everyone when a new 

date is selected, 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to: 

 11/5 Claire Krieger 

 11/6 Debra White 

 11/10 Belle Ann Cohen 

 11/10 Samantha Nayden 

 11/12 Francis Parker 

 11/15 Earl Starkman 

 11/18 Olivia Diamond 

 11/19 Terry Bradley 

 11/19 Sam Rosefsky 

 11/23 Celeste Turk 

 11/24 James Hillman 

 11/25 Dianne Parker 

 11/29 Beatrice Scholar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 

` 11/1 Steven & Candy Orloff 

 11/14 Mark & Celeste Turk 

 11/16 John & Rose Delrose 



BEST KEPT SECRETS 
 Our cemetery, quaint, peaceful, and beautiful 

as it is,, remains a secret to many.  We’ve started 

very needed repairs to the cemetery building assisted 

by insurance claim from August storm. 

 The trees damaged by the storm have been 

removed and those damaged have been taken care 

of.  The building now has a new architectural style 

roof, with copper flashing and cap at a very little ex-

tra charge.  Fascia has been re-worked and reat-

tached and chimney repaired.  Next spring the black 

trim, badly needing paint, will be repainted brown  to 

blend with roof.   

 So stop and see and enjoy a peaceful visit. 

 

 

WELFARE CHEST 
 This month we will talk about the JUF Coat 

Drive especially since it is getting colder, and a new 

provider, Second Sense. 

 

You all have received a 

notice from JUF about 

their Coat Drive and how 

you can honor someone 

like your children and/or 

grandchildren and still 

help some local youth in 

need.  For as little as $18 per donation, supplies a 

coat and an honor.  Believe it or not some of these 

coats end up benefitting our local families.  We want 

to keep children warm so we can help if you help us. 

 

Second Sense is a Chicago 

service provider that help, 

mainly adults who have 

severe eye impairment to 

not only obtain the best 

vision care but also to 

learn how to live with their 

disability.  In 2019 alone, Second Sense helped over 

447 adults with serious vision loss teaching them how 

to use technology, and provide same, so that the indi-

vidual can lead a more independent life.  Some tech-

niques taught are how to use special low vision apps 

on iPhones, Uber, Siri, and VoiceOver.  Some adults 

are taught how to sew, how to use JAWS readers, 

walking & shopping techniques, Braille and even per-

sonal self defense. 

  

 Both providers are due our continued sup-

port. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SABBATH SERVICES 
 Usher to ensure social distancing, distribute 

disposable masks, yarmulkes.  Disinfect prayer books 

and wipe down seating area after services.  Different 

shifts available.  Sorry, no pay, but you help keep us 

all safer.  Please contact the office if you are interest-

ed in helping.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIP 
A new order e included in the next newsletter.  Order 

forms are due in the office by Monday, November 

16th.  Thank you to all who participate in this pro-

gram 

 

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS 
 Joliet Jewish Congregation 

collects inkjet/laser cartridges & cell  

phones to recycle.  Please drop 

them off at the office.   

 We also have a newspaper 

recycling container at the Campbell 

St. entrance 

    
HELP THE JOLIET NOON LIONS 

 Please bring in pop top tabs, 

old keys, used glasses and hearing 

aids and leave in the office.  Help the 

Lions help those in need. 

 Thank you! 

 

 

 



Yahrzeits 

 

(Week of November 1-7) 

Dianne Parker  14 Cheshvan November 1 

Linda Rudman 20 Cheshvan November 7 

Judy Krockey  20 Cheshvan November 7 

 

(Week of November 8-14) 

Kay Resis  21 Cheshvan November 8 

Michael Freeman 22 Cheshvan November 9 

Dr. Eric Bass  22 Cheshvan November 9 

Bea Scholar  23 Cheshvan November 10 

Robert Freeman 23 Cheshvan November 10 

William Kaplan 23 Cheshvan November 10 

Howard Pollock 24 Cheshvan November 11 

Bernard Pollock 24 Cheshvan November 11 

Scott Stewart  26 Cheshvan November 13 

Nancy Malmfeldt 27 Cheshvan November 14 

Rose Delrose  27 Cheshvan November 14 

Ronda Lebold  27 Cheshvan November 14 

Scott Stewart  27 Cheshvan November 14 

 

(Week of November 15-21) 

Harriet Barnett 28 Cheshvan November 15 

Mark Turk  28 Cheshvan November 15 

Steve Orloff  1 Kislev  November 17 

Roselyn Horwitz 3 Kislev  November 19 

         

 The Yahrzeit light is lit on the evening before the 

date noted above. 

         Yahrzeit lights will be lit on our Memorial Tab-

lets in memory of: 

 

 Week of November 1-7 :  Mrs. Judith 

Lipshitz, Max Goldberg, Hyman Fish, Jacob 

Sohn, Rebecca Greenberg, Sol C. Krockey, Ben-

jamin B. Gordon 

 

   Week of November 8-14:  Samuel Field, 

Jacob Freeman, Robert Grossman, Edward S. 

Sanders, Alison Debra Kaplan, Florence Free-

man, Albert Rudman, Norman Scholar, Philip 

German, Irwin Pollock, Fannie Goldsmith, Al-

bert A. Rubnitz, Rev. Bernard Lewis, Freda 

Sanders, Miriam Rosenberg Olken, Dorothy 

Freeman, Harry Brown 

 

 Week of November 15-21:  Samuel Leh-

man, Louis Schreibman, Charles Edward 

Wollak, Jacob Melcher, Mrs. Juell Delrose, Mrs. 

Frieda Jacobs, Jacob Melcher, Benjamin H. Or-

loff, Ruth Hirsch, Albert M. Cohn, Mildred Kris-

tal, Mrs. Celia Klein, 

        

 

Hattie & Harry  Brown Funds 
 

Recovery 
For the Recovery of Bonnie Berlinsky 

 Mrs. Harriet Barnett 

 Mr. Jim Kaplan 

 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Turk 

For the Recovery of David Raab 

 Mr. & Mrs. Robert Freeman 

 

Happy Day 
In Honor of Rabbi Jenny Kuvin & Hector Martinez on 

their engagement 

 Mr. & Mrs. Marty Stone 

In Honor of Mrs. Debra White on her Bat Mitzvah 

 Mr. & Mrs. Scott Stewart 

 Mr. & Mrs. George Stuhr 

 

Memorial   
None 

 

METROPOLITAN CHICAGO  

JEWISH POPULATION STUDY    
 

Every ten years, a study is conducted in the Chicago-

land area to learn about the size and characteristics of 

our Jewish community.  The goal of the study is to 

learn more about the characteristics, attitudes, and 

needs of community members to inform future pro-

gramming and planning.  NORC at the University of 

Chicago, in partnership with Brandeis University, is 

conducting the study, which is sponsored by the Jew-

ish United Fund (JUF). 

 

You may already have received a letter, email, and/or 

a phone call from NORC at the University of Chicago 

asking for your participation in this survey.  If not, 

you ay receive one in the coming weeks.  If you are 

contacted by phone, the Caller ID will say “NORC U 

CHICAGO.”  Any letter you receive about this will 

come for NORC at the University of Chicago.  Email 

message will come from mcjps@norc.org.  Please 

check spam folders for invitations you might have 

missed. 

 

If you are invited, we encourage you to complete the 

survey and represent the entire Jewish population of 

the Chicagoland area.  Because this is a scientific sur-

vey, only a sample of community members are invited 

to participate. 

 

If you have any questions about the study, please 

contact David Rubovits at the Jewish United Fund 

(DavidRubovits@juf.org). 
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