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Candle Lighting Times 

 
 August 7, 2020……………….7:43pm 
 August 14, 2020……………..7:33pm 
            

Friday Evening Services 

 No Service scheduled—August 7 & 14 

 

Join us for  Saturday morning  

Shabbat Services on Zoom 

at 9:30 AM 
 

In-Person Services—9:30 AM 

August 1 

August 8 
            

NO FRIDAY SHABBAT SERVICES (VIA 

ZOOM) ARE SCHEDULED IN AUGUST 

 

 August 1, 2020 

 Torah portion of the week…..Vaetchanan 

 Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..Isaiah 

 40:1-26 

  

 August 8, 2020 

 Torah portion of the week….Ekev 

 Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..Isaiah 

 49:14-51:3 

  

  

  

 

From the Rabbi’s Study 

 
The partial shut down in our American society resulting 

from the Covid 19 pandemic has wreaked havoc with 

our general social habits.  We have closeted ourselves 

for a while.  We now mask ourselves while shopping 

for anything.  Forget about indoor dining in good res-

taurants or the social mayhem of various pubs and 

other haunts.  Zoom relationships are now the new 

norm. 

 

Even though our world is topsy-turvy, a huge thank 

you must go to Mark Turk and a small Temple commit-

tee who, through great effort and advance planning, 

have allowed us to safely reopen our synagogue to 

Shabbat morning services!  To be sure, the arrange-

ments are still a work in progress but we have safely 

conducted Shabbat Services for three weekends now 

with no ill effects to anyone attending.  It is strange to 

see a very limited number of our congregation spread 

out throughout the Sanctuary, and it is strange to have 

a limited Torah reading service, but we are observing 

as many of the social distancing rules as we can.  Mark 

and Dr. Trager in particular have been terrific sources 

for planning and advice.  For those who may not know, 

there are sanitizer stations throughout the building and 

masks for those who forgot theirs at home.  Books and 

talasim are not shared.  And we are still “Zooming” our 

services for those who are shut in or otherwise cannot 

get to the Temple on Saturday mornings.  Are our sys-

tems perfect?  Probably not, but we are making a val-

iant attempt to bring a bit of normalcy to an otherwise 

chaotic situation. Thus far, it seems we have been rea-

sonably successful. 

 

The styles of Jewish Shabbat morning services have 

always been a bit fluid.  Depending upon extremes in 

weather, or political upheavals, or virus pandemics, our 

religious observances have had to be adjusted a bit to 

fit the situation but, when the emergency subsided, we 

easily returned to our basic religious service standards.  

This is one reason why Judaism has been able to with-

stand all these tests of time and still remain a viable 
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religious observance system. 

 

Please note that resulting from the adjustments in our 

Sanctuary seating, advance reservations are im-

portant for each coming weekend so make your 

plans, call ahead, and come back to pray and thank 

Gd with us.  Because of social distancing, our beauti-

ful Sanctuary can only seat 60 or so, therefore reser-

vations are really important.  It’s been interesting to 

“attend” Shabbat services in Bermuda shorts and bun-

ny slippers via Zoom, but it still is not a true substi-

tute for the real thing.  Please call the office and 

come join us. 

 

Rabbi Rubovits 

 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 

 
I’m pleased to announce that your Board of Directors, 

has successfully negotiated a contract with Rabbi 

Kuvin as our new future rabbi.  Rabbi Kuvin is plan-

ning to be on board in early September based upon 

the availability of the house she is renting and/or 

complications of moving during the expanded Covid 

condition. 

 

Rabbi Kuvin will officially become our rabbi upon Rab-

bi Rubovits’ scheduled retirement on November 1, 

2020.  Rabbi Rubovits has been our beloved and out-

standing rabbi for the past 12 years and we all have 

been privileged to learn from him.  We are additional-

ly blessed for Michelle & Rabbi intend to remain in the 

area and in our congregation.  We thank Rabbi Rubo-

vits for his energy and leadership and we thank his 

family for sharing him with us.  It has been our honor 

and privilege to pray with him and to be both he and 

Michelle’s friends, and extended family.  Due to Covid 

we could not officially thank him in a public celebra-

tion, but we look forward to doing so hopefully in the 

near future. 

 

Our daughter Amy, shared with us a tutorial on grati-

tude and prayer and in it is a quote from Abraham 

Lincoln, “I have been driven many times upon my 

knees by overwhelming conviction that I had nowhere  

else to go.  My own wisdom and that of all above me 

seem insufficient for that day.”  What we, as a society 

are going through, due to this pandemic and the re-

sultant thereof, leads appropriately to prayer for sol-

ace, for guidance, and for resolve to work our way 

out of it and return, as best we can, to a world similar 

to what we knew before Covid with Gd’s helping 

hand. 

 

Mark Turk 

NOTES 
We need your eyes and ears.  If you know a congre-

gant is ill, in the hospital, or a nursing home, please 

let the office know. 

 

 

 

Lunch & Learn has resumed via Zoom, but now it’s 

lunch-less.  Meeting information is sent by email.  

Please join us! 

ZOOM BINGO 
Join us on Saturday evenings at 7:30 

PM for Shelter in Place Bingo via Zoom.  

Sign in info will be emailed to mem-

bers. In August only on 8/1 & 8/15. 

 

DUES NOTICE 
 During this Covid period we have all experi-

enced frustration & as such some of us are forgetting 

to pay our Temple dues.  The Temple must pay its 

bills, not only to staff, but also to vendors and regular 

payment of dues allows us the cash flow to accom-

plish this.  3rd quarter statements have gone out, so 

by now we should have all paid 1st & 2nd quarters.  

If you have neglected to fully pay any owed dues, 

please do so now.  Your help will be greatly appreciat-

ed. 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU 
 A big thank you to Dianne Parker for orches-

trating Rabbi Kuvin’s recent visit and to her helpers, 

Ros Horwitz and Linda Trager along with our own 

Beth and Alonso for making it all happen. 

 The Friday night outdoor musical Shabbat and 

pizza dinner had about 22 families, Saturday Shabbat 

services and lite lunch had about 20 families and Sat-

urday evening had numerous different families meet 

Rabbi Kuvin in a relaxed and safe session. 

 

BEST KEPT SECRETS 
 Our courtyard, our courtyard.  Our courtyard 

holds the Burning Bush statue.  The statue has been 

power washed, as well as the concrete, the stones 

have been cleaned and new sand added and new 

lighting has replaced the old unreliable system with 

improved and trimmed landscaping. 

 Our musical Sabbath was held there recently, 

and it was a joy. 

 Come look at it and enjoy its history and in-

spiration. 



AUGUST BITHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 

 

 

Happy Birthday to: 

 8/3 Jon Marshall 

 8/4 Cole Gaither 

 8/5 Martha Friedman 

 8/5 Caleb Stone 

 8/6 Vivianna Martinez 

 8/13 Roselyn Horwitz 

 8/13 Nancy Malmfeldt 

 8/15 Scott Stewart 

 8/22 Alyssa Link 

 8./25 Harry Hillman 

 8/30 Michael English 

 8/31 Jerry Blew 

 8/31 Peyton Blew 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Anniversary to: 

 8/3 Michael & Judy Block 

 8/9 Michael & Ellen Zakos 

 8/9 Jessica Tobacman &  

  Terry Bradley 

 8/10 Daniel & Kimberly Floss 

 8/12 Jeremy & Judy Link 

 8/14 Michael & Robin English 

 8/23 Dr. Bernard & Sandra Kliska 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS 

...for Friday, August 28th.  An outdoor musical 

Shabbat service will be held (weather permitting) 

at 7:30 PM. More information to follow. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR SABBATH &  

HIGH HOLIDAY SERVICES 
  

Usher to ensure social distancing, distribute disposa-

ble masks, yarmulkes.  Disinfect prayer books and 

wipe down seating area after services.  Different 

shifts available.  Sorry, no pay, but you help keep us 

all safer.  Please contact the office if you are interest-

ed in helping.  Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Hadassah Book Club will meet at the home of 

Linda Trager, date to be chosen later. The selection to 

be discussed is Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia 

Owens.  The book is about Kaya, a wild and unkempt 

girl that follows the ups and downs of her life.  Her 

story is a hopeful one as well.  It is available at the 

library and as an e-book.   

 

URGENT WANT AD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUMMER SERVICE SCHEDULE 
 During August we will temporarily suspend 

Friday evening Shabbat services (via Zoom) unless 

otherwise noted.  Saturday morning services (via 

Zoom) will continue at 9:30 AM and also in per-

son. Sign in information w ill be emailed weekly 

to all members. 

 

KIDDUSH FUND 
 Now that we are re-starting in-person ser-

vices, it is apparent that our Kiddush fund is low.  If 

you’re a regular service attender or not, any dona-

tions to the fund would be appreciated. 

SUNDAY/RELIGIOUS 

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL 
A paid position to over-

see staff & coordinate 

education. No back-

ground needed, just 

need to love to see chil-

dren learn and grow. 

Only approx. 30 sessions 

during the year.  Sun-

days 9 AM—Noon.  Apply 

to Wendy Berman at:  



Yahrzeits 

 

(Week of August 2-8) 

Mark Turk  17 Av  August 7 

(Week of August 9-15) 

Jim Hillman  19 Av  August 9 

Abe Ordman  21 Av  August 11 

Harriet Barnett 24 Av  August 14 

Dr. Gary Trager 24 Av  August 14 

 

         The Yahrzeit light is lit on the evening before 

the date noted above. 

         Yahrzeit lights will be lit on our Memorial Tab-

lets in memory of: 

 

 Week of August 2-8:  Moe Goldstein, 

Jacob Witkin, Toby C. Balch, Anna Wollak, Kal-

man Shannon, J. Julius Turk, Eleanor H. Cohen, 

Mrs. Jennie Sohn 

 Week of August 9-15:  Dr. Joseph H. 

Rubnitz, Abraham Sanders, Mrs. Rebecca Ber-

man, Michael Freeman, Ralph Ordman, Albert 

W. Baskin, Charles Hanna Balch, Joseph Pol-

lack, Henry S. Borkon, Mrs. Sarah D. Borkon, 

Mrs. Sylvia Bernstein, Alex Blum 

 

   Hattie & Harry  Brown 

Happy Day  Fund 
 

In Honor of Mrs. Linda Trager on her birthday 

 Mr. & Mrs. Bob Freeman 

 

Hattie & Harry  Brown 

Memorial  Fund 
 

In Memory of Dr. Ray Fish 

 Mr. & Mrs. Drew MacFarlane 

 

 SCRIP 
A new order form  includ-

ed in the  newsletter. 

Order forms due in the 

office by Friday, August 

14th. Thank you to all 

who participate in this program 

  

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS 
 Joliet Jewish Congregation 

collects inkjet/laser cartridges & cell 

phones to recycle.  Please drop them 

off at the office.   

 We also have a newspaper 

recycling container at the Campbell 

St. entrance 

 

WELFARE CHEST 
 This month the social service providers are 

Jewish United Fund (JUF) and Will County Center for 

Community Concerns (WCCFCC). 

 

JUF supports Jewish causes and 

needs both local, USA, and in Isra-

el.  Through its geographical areas 

that are broken down into popula-

tion areas described as federa-

tions, such as the Jewish Federation of Metropolitan 

Chicago and then further broken down by Jewish 

Community Centers.  JUF provides funding to reduce 

community hatred, the effects of anti-Semitism, and 

this year assistance with the effects and future effects 

of Covid-19. In 2019 JUF funded over $40,000,000.00 

in human services, $21,000,000.00 in community ser-

vices, $33,000,000.00 in Jewish education, 

$41,000,000.00 in Israeli support, $27,000,000.00 in 

Jewish outreach, and $23,000,000.00 in innovation 

initiatives along with philanthropic causes.  JUF has 

locally supplied funds for programming, Covid sup-

port, human home and supplies support, plus syna-

gogue security support. 

 

WCCFCC provides support to 

local persons in need who quali-

fy for assistance in relation to 

cost of home living and/or those 

who are homeless.  Home living support comes in 

funds for home repairs, rent subsistence, resolving 

code violations along with food and utility support. 

 

Obviously both providers are worthy of our continued 

support. 

 

HELP THE JOLIET NOON LIONS 
 Please bring in pop top 

tabs, old keys, used glasses and 

hearing aids and leave in the office.  

Help the Lions help those in need. 

 Thank you! 



Joliet Jewish Congregation   Our profit from Last Month: 
Scrip Program Order Form   $64.28 
      THANK YOU! 
ORDER FORM DUE: 
Friday, August 14th 



Joliet Jewish Congregation    
Scrip Program Order Form  
 
ORDER FORM DUE: 
Friday, August 14th 



 

IMPORTANT 

 

IN-PERSON SERVICES 

HAVE RESUMED ON 

SATURDAYS AT 9:30 AM 

 

FOR THE NEAR FUTURE 

ALL IN-PERSON SERVICES 

WILL REQUIRE WEEKLY RESERVATIONS 

FOR ANYONE PLANNING TO ATTEND 

 

ALL ATTENDING MUST 

OBSERVE SOCIAL DISTANCING 

AND WEAR MASKS 

 

CONTACT THE OFFICE TO MAKE YOUR  

RESERVATION 

815/741-4600 OR 

EMAIL AT JOLIETJEWISH@ATT.NET 

 

 



Joliet Jewish Congregation 
250 N. Midland Avenue 
Joliet, IL 60435 
(815) 741- 4600 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please support the following advertisers—For more information please call (815) 741-4600 

Kipco Restaurants  Robert  Freeman 

4010 West 211th Street Ben Freeman 
Matteson, IL 60443  Owner/Operator 
Office 708.964.2196 
Fax 708.964.2913 
robert.freeman@partners.mcd.com 

 
 

To advertise here 
contact the office 

815-741-4600 

 

 

 
 

To advertise here 
contact the office 

815-741-4600 


