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Candle Lighting Times 

  
      November 15, 2019………4:14pm 
      November 22, 2019………4:09pm 
      November 29, 2019……...4:05pm 
       
       Friday Evening Services 
   

      November 15, 2019…...6:30pm 
      November 22, 2019…….7:30pm 
      November 29, 2019…….NO SERVICES 

      SCHEDULED 

  

       Shabbat Morning Services - 9:30am 
 

 November 16, 2019 

 Torah portion of the week…..Vayyera 

 Genesis 18:1-22:24 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..II Kings 

 4:1-37  

 

 November 23, 2019 

 Torah portion of the week…..Chayye Sarah 

 Genesis 23:1-25:18 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..I Kings 

 1:1-31 

 

 November 30, 2019 

 Torah portion of the week…..Toledoth 

 Genesis 25:19-28:9 

 Haftorah portion of the week…..Malachai 

 1:1-2:7 

  

  

 

 

From the Rabbi’s Study 
 

Last Shabbat and for the next few Shabbatot, our To-

rah readings will be dealing with the lives of our Patri-

archs, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and their respective 

wives, Matriarchs Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel.  

These are principle individuals who shaped a great 

deal of what we know today as Judaism.  They are the 

people of our history who formulated, practiced, and 

spread the concept that there was only one supreme 

ruler of the Universe, Gd.  It can be argued that their 

beliefs were fairly crude by some Jewish religious 

standards after all there was no such thing as Kosher 

food or Shabbat or any of the other holidays on our 

calendars.  But they arduously stuck to and spread the 

concept of one supreme Gd.  And it wasn’t easy. 

 

At times, the stories in the Torah seem a bit fanciful 

and at other times we are appalled at the actions of 

our ancestors as they moved through their lives.  Abra-

ham almost murdered his son Isaac on Mt. Moriah with 

Gd stopping his actions at the last possible moment.  

Jacob literally stole the family birthright with his moth-

er Rebecca’s help from right under the nose of his 

brother Esau.  The father of both Leah and Rachel, 

Laban, forced Jacob into a total of 21 years of shep-

herding his flocks until Jacob married both of Laban’s 

daughters.  And the story of Joseph and his brothers 

and his ultimately ending up in Egypt is truly amazing.  

But through all this and so much more, the principals 

of these stories stuck to their faith in one Gd and we, 

today, are the beneficiaries of their convictions. 

 

When I read these stories, I often wonder if my belief 

in Gd is as strong as theirs was.  Today’s world is mov-

ing at a pace that is hard to imagine.  We are in con-

tact with anyone and everyone around the world.  Our 

brains are assaulted constantly by information and ad-

vertising on all sides to the point that I wonder how 

there is any room left for religious observance.  Thank 

goodness for Shabbat where one day a week, we can 
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very inclusive.  Everyone can and does have “skin in 

the game.”  Everyone can participate to their particular 

level of inclusion but the key word here is ‘participate.’  

I urge everyone to try it.  Light candles and recite Kid-

dush on Friday night.  Come to our religious services.  

immerse yourself in the material of our Torah.  The 

stories are great and the lessons are far reaching. 

 

Rabbi Rubovits 

 

PRESIDENTS CORNER 
 

The annual Spaghetti Dinner is history for 2019.  To 

Dianne Parker, all her chairpersons, workers, ticket 

buyers & sellers, donors and participants in any way, a 

big, big thank you for your efforts and a job well done. 

 

The Jewish Community Legacy Project representative 

from Ohio visited us and held an in-depth meeting with 

several Board members.  The meeting was scheduled 

not because we are in any immediate peril at this 

point, but more so as a proactive support to advise us 

on some action and sources to help us improve our 

position.  Many of the ideas will be presented to the 

Board to see if they feel any of the suggested actions 

are warranted.  Also suggested was that the congrega-

tion develop a legacy plan, which we will move for-

ward on and will keep all advised. 

 

Speaking of plans, the Board has a committee starting 

work on an overall congregation security plan so that 

actions we take and assets we expend are hopefully 

done in an even more productive and far looking man-

ner. 

 

The phrase, “It’s better to light a candle than curse the 

darkness” rings true.  All of us need to keep the candle 

of hope and the future so that we can continue to be 

proactive rather than forced to be reactive. 

 

Mark Turk 

NOTES 
 We need your eyes and ears.  If you know a 

congregant is ill, in the hospital, or a nursing home, 

please let the office know. 

 

Join us on Thursdays at Noon for 90 minutes of 

Lunch & Torah study.  Rabbi will review and discuss 

the upcoming Torah portion of the week so come 

prepared to learn something new and exciting!  

Cost—$5 per week.   

 

THANK YOU 
The Spaghetti Dinner was wonderful again this year. 

Thank you to the chairmen who work so very hard:  

Louise Freeman, Stacie Friedman, and Ashley 

Freeman, Bakery; the team of Robin English and 

Wendy Berman, Auction & Raffle; Mark Turk, 

Placemats; Jim Hillman, Carryout.  Thank you to 

Beth for her hard work to keep us organized.  To 

everyone who worked, sold tickets, bought raf-

fle tickets -- thank you!  Without all our volun-

teers, donors and friends, we could not continue to 

have the spaghetti dinner which brings such good PR 

to our Congregation. A few new workers pitched in 

this year which allowed everyone to take a much 

needed short break!  We appreciated all your hard 

work, dedication, and passion.  
 

The cost of food increases; yet, our expenses are 

negligible because many members cover the costs of 

the dinner. Thank you to those who donated neces-

sary items and helped cover the expenses especially 

our major sponsor M. Brown and Associates and oth-

er sponsors: Harriet Barnett, Judy & Mike 

Block, Louise & Bob Freeman, Ashley & Ben 

Freeman, Nancy & Marc Freeman, Bonnie & 

Mike Freeman, Stacie & Steve Friedman, Rose-

lyn & Mark Horwitz, William Kaplan, Jim 

Kaplan, Helen Ordman, Joyce Orloff, Fran Par-

ker, Pat & Sam Rosefsky, Bea Scholar, Dr. Gary 

& Linda Trager, and Celeste & Mark Turk.   

 

If you haven’t sent your money in yet for tick-

ets, silent auction items or sponsorship, please 

do so we can close our books.  To those who 

missed it, we had a lot of fun and great food.  Hope 

you plan on joining us next year! We need YOU! 

 

THANK YOU! 

 

Dianne Parker and Randi McCauley 

Chairmen 

 

REMINDER TO ALL:  There are No Shabbat 

Services scheduled for Friday, November 



 

 

The Hadassah Book Club will be meeting on Monday, 

November 18th at the home of Marilyn MacFarlane at 

7:00 PM.  The selection to be discussed is Mrs. Every-

thing by Jennifer Weiner.  This novel is a look at how 

women’s roles have changed - and stayed the same - 

over the last 70 years.  It is available at the library 

and as an e-book.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Plan to attend a community Thanksgiving service to 

be held on Tuesday, November 26 that 6:30 PM at 

Faith Lutheran Church, 353 N. Midland Ave., Joliet.  

Joliet Jewish Congregation is one of the area congre-

gations participating in the service.  Non-perishable 

food items & cash donations are welcome. 

 

VETERANS DAY 
Although Veterans Day is passed, we wish to thank 

those veterans and/or families of vets for their veter-

an’s service in order to help us remain a free society. 

 

 

SUNDAY MORNING DISCUSSION 

WITH THE RABBI 

 

DECEMBER 8  -  11 A.M TO NOON 

WHAT THE FUTURE HOLDS FOR US:  

HONORING YOUR FATHER & MOTHER 

A presentation and discussion for 40, 50, 

and 60 somethings 

(but everyone should attend) 

Light Refreshments 

Please RSVP to the office 

donated MUST BE NEW.  Please bring them to the 

synagogue and leave on the table in the foyer.  Dead-

line to turn in items is December 17th.  Thank You! 

SYNAGOGUE DIRECTORY 
 We will be working on a new membership for 

2020.  If you have ANY changes or corrections to your 

information (home/cell phone numbers, email ad-

dress, etc.) please contact the office.  Thank you. 

 
There is Hebrew/Religious School on Sunday, Novem-

ber 24th.  There is NO Hebrew/Religious School 

scheduled for Sunday, December 1st. 

ADULT HEBREW CLASS 
 Adult Hebrew class takes place on Sun-

day mornings at 10:00 AM. 

 We have a great instructor that loves to 

teach Hebrew.   Please join him to learn & en-

joy. 



 
(Week of November 10-16) 

Dr. Gary Trager 12 Cheshvan November 10 

Helen Ordman 13 Cheshvan November 11 

Dianne Parker  14 Cheshvan November 12 

(Week of November 17-23) 

Linda Rudman 20 Cheshvan November 18 

Judy Krockey  20 Cheshvan November 18 

Kay Resis  21 Cheshvan November 19 

Dr. Eric Bass  22 Cheshvan November 20 

Michael Freeman 22 Cheshvan November 20 

Bea Scholar  23 Cheshvan November 21 

William Kaplan 23 Cheshvan November 21 

Robert Freeman 23 Cheshvan November 21 

Bernard Pollock 24 Cheshvan November 22 

Howard Pollock 24 Cheshvan November 22 

(Week of November 24-November 30) 

Rose Delrose  27 Cheshvan November 25 

Nancy Malmfeldt 27 Cheshvan November 25 

Scott Stewart  27 Cheshvan November 25 

Ronda Lebold  27 Cheshvan November 25 

Harriet Barnett 28 Cheshvan November 26 

Mark Turk  28 Cheshvan November 26 

Julia Jacobs  1 Kislev  November 29 

Harriet Barnett 1 Kislev  November 29 

Steve Orloff  2 Kislev  November 30 

 

         The Yahrzeit light is lit on the evening before 

the date noted above. 

         Yahrzeit lights will be lit on our Memorial Tablets 

in memory of: 

 

 Week of November 10-16:  Mrs. Judith 

Lipshitz, Max Goldberg, Hyman Fish, Jacob 

Sohn, Rebecca Greenberg 

 

 Week of November 17-23:  Sol C. Krock-

ey, Benjamin B. Gordon, Samuel Field, Jacob 

Freeman, Robert Grossman, Edward S. Sanders, 

Alison Debra Kaplan, Mrs. Florence Freeman, 

Albert Rudman, Norman Scholar, Philip German, 

Irwin Pollock, Fannie Goldsmith, Albert A. Rub-

nitz 

 

 Week of November 24-30:  Rev. Bernard 

Lewis,  Mrs. Freda Sanders, Miriam Rosenberg 

Olken, Mrs. Dorothy Freeman, Harry Brown, 

Adolph Bernstein, Louis Schreibman, Samuel 

Lehman, Charles Edward Wollak, Jacob Melcher, 

Mrs. Juell Delrose, Mrs. Frieda Jacobs, Benjamin 

 

In Honor of Mrs. Josie Hanson on her birthday 

 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Turk 

In Honor of Mr. Fran Parker on his birthday 

 Mrs. Harriet Barnett 

 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Turk 

 

Hattie & Harry  Brown 

Memorial  Fund 
 
None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SCRIP 
 A new order form will be included in the next 

newsletter.  We will be placing our order earlier in the 

month so the order will be in before Chanukah. 

 Thank you to all who participate in this pro-

gram. 

 

ONGOING FUNDRAISERS 
 Joliet Jewish Congrega-

tion collects inkjet/laser cartridges 

& cell phones to recycle.  Please 

drop them off at the office.   

 We also have a newspa-

per recycling container at the 

Campbell St. entrance. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HELP THE JOLIET NOON LIONS 
 Please bring in pop top tabs, old keys, used 

glasses and hearing aids and leave in the office.  Help 

the Lions help those in need. 









(815) 741- 4600 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Please support the following advertisers—For more information please call (815) 741-4600 

Kipco Restaurants  Robert  Freeman 

4010 West 211th Street Ben Freeman 
Matteson, IL 60443  Owner/Operator 
Office 708.964.2196 
Fax 708.964.2913 
robert.freeman@partners.mcd.com 

 
 

To advertise here 
contact the office 

815-741-4600 

 

 

 
 

To advertise here 
contact the office 

815-741-4600 


